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lost. She improved the home, encouraged Abe in his
studies,-and so won the boy's respect and love that he
would do anything for her. In after years she was wont
to say, " He was the best boy I ever saw."
Study, indeed, played a very important part in the
life of this boy who was to become a famous man. In
the wild frontier region in which the Lincolns lived,
schools were very few, and what there were consisted
of small log huts with a few simple books, while all the
pupils learned was to read, write and do easy sums.
In all his life Abe attended five such schools, tramping
to and fro along the forest trails on his bare feet, and
the time he spent at those five schools added together
amounted to about one year.
One year at school! It was not much, but it was
long enough for Abe to learn to read and write, and
to add, divide and subtract. Once he has gained so
much knowledge the whole world lies open to any boy
who has the determination to get on and improve him-
self. And Abe had that determination in a marked
degree, so when he was not at school, or helping his
father, or doing a job of work for one of the neighbours,
he would spend his time working out sums or reading.
Abe was a great reader. He had six books, the Bible,
dEsop's Fables, The Pilgrim's Progress, Robinson Crusoe, a
History of the United States, and a Life of Washington,
and these he read over and over again by the light of
the log fire, when the day's work was done and the rest
of the family were in bed. At other times he would
practise his writing, and because there was no money
to buy such luxuries as pens and paper, he used a piece

